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Substance 
Abuse 

Assessments
• Provide recommendations 

on if a person needs 
treatment

• MCL 769.5—how does this 
impact SAAs?



Psychosexual Assessments
• Can be used in Juvenile and Adult cases

• Support a deviation request or a sentencing agreement

• Know your court and your judge

• We often use them when there is a lot of evidence against our
client, and there is no issue with consent or identity





Competency vs. 
Criminal Responsibility
• Make sure you delineate the two

• You can use criminal responsibility 
as a negotiating chip

• Is a competency assessment worth 
it?



Polygraph Examinations

• Pre-charge phase

• Title IX Complaints

• Sentencing
• Can provide more  than  just  a  bare  

denial  of  the  premise scoring OVs. 
See United States v Lang, 333 F3d 678, 
681 (6th Cir 2003).



Polygraph Examinations

• Think about picking a polygraph 
examiner based off where he 
worked previously for each 
jurisdiction.

• No pass…NO REPORT

• Benefit of multiple tests





Pointers for any kind of assessment
• Always remember assessments are fact specific, jurisdiction specific, and 

judge specific.

• It is critical to speak with the person who is conducting the assessment
• Depending on the use, you want it to come from a certain angle. 
• Provide the person with all the information you deem relevant. Police 

reports are often a summary and do not provide all of the background that 
they should know.

• If you have some kind of evidence that would justify a conclusion that they 
might not otherwise have come to on their own, be sure to provide that and 
explain it. 



Pointers for any kind of assessment 

• If you are able to, talk to the person before they write the report.

• You do not want a report to be written full of things you did not know 
about.

• Plan ahead!
• If the assessment is with someone who provides treatment, you 

can tell the court that a good relationship has been established 
and argue for them to continue private treatment. 





QUESTIONS?
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